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Wiiliamkin, long life to you! ']     I  laughed to myself and
rode on.

ss We went on in this way all down the Linden until the
Emperor took up his accustomed station, from which he re-
viewed the march past of the troops. He himself led a few
regiments past the Empress and presented the Iron Cross of
the First Class with his own hands to a colour-sergeant of his
own regiment (King's Grenadier Regiment), and to two others
besides an officer. The Academy was charmingly decorated,
and between every window there was a painting of a general.
During parade, Prince Albrecht's father fainted, and was
carried off the ground : he had had a slight stroke.

" After the parade, the Emperor and the rest of us rode to
the Castle Square, where the troops were drawn up. In front
of the draped monument a red and gold canopy had been put
up under which the Empress and all the Grand Duchesses,
Duchesses, and Princesses stood. During the prayers the
Emperor took off his helmet in the burning sun. I felt very
frightened for him.

' When the prayers were over the Emperor waved his sword,
and amid the thunder of cannon, music and hurrahing the
wrappings fell off and showed the great statue of a horse and
rider in bronze. On the steps of the memorial lay the 56
captured French Eagles. As the Emperor rode by me he laid
Ms hand on my shoulder and said : ' He, too, wiU never forget
this day !' Then I rode home.

" The whole celebration seemed to me very beautiful, but
I must confess quite frankly that as I rode down Linden and
during the march past I was so busy wondering and listening
to everything that I had no time to think, and the unveiling
did not strike me as very impressive/'

With the entry of the three Hessian Infantry Regiments,
No. 83, and of the 14 Hussar Regiments in Cassel, at which I
was present on horseback, ended the unforgettable experiences
of the great years of 1870/1.